
ELTON PARISH COUNIL, CHESHIRE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 

OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & 
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE 
 
1. Date of announcement: Tuesday 2 June 2026 

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be 
reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited 
AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject 
to change as a result of that review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the financial 
year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents 
relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended 
31 March 2024, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to: 

 
Lara Jacob (Clerk/RFO) 
Elton Parish Council 
Elton Community Centre 
School Lane 
Elton   CH2 4PU 
email – parishclerk@eltonparishcouncil.co.uk 

T - 07871 614665 

 
commencing on Wednesday 3 June 2026  

 
and ending on Tuesday 14 July 2026 
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and 

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could either 
make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written 
notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the above 
dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of the 
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of 
Audit Practice 2015.  The appointed auditor is: 

 
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team) 
15 Westferry Circus 
Canary Wharf 
London E14 4HD 
(sba@pkf-l.com) 
 

5. This announcement is made by Lara Jacob (Clerk/RFO) 

 

mailto:parishclerk@eltonparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:sba@pkf-l.com








Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 

Explanation for responses given: 

 

 For 24.25 we 
said 

For 25.26 we 
can say 

Explanation 

Box 1 – effective financial 
management 

YES YES We implemented and maintained good systems of financial management across 
the financial period.  

Box 2 – adequate system of 
internal control 

YES YES We had robust measures of internal control in place, including monthly budget 
monitoring and bank reconciliation, monthly reporting of the financial position to 
the full council; adequate bank signatories in place to have one inputter and two 
authorised signatories for every payment made.  

Box 3 – no non-compliance with 
laws, regulations etc 

YES YES  

Box 4 – exercise of public right’s 
to view the accounts 

I say YES, IA 
says NO 

YES Our IA was done on time, our EA paperwork sent on time and our notices posted 
on time.  

Box 5  -risk assessment YES YES Risk Register was in place and reviewed. Adequate insurance was in place 

Box 6 – maintain an adequate 
system of internal audit 

YES YES We employed an Internal Auditor with experience in the local council sector to 
inspect our accounting records and examine our financial procedures.  

Box 7 – took appropriate action YES YES We responded to the issues the auditor raised in the report. 

Box 8 – considered things that 
might have an impact 

YES YES We considered future events and set our budget accordingly have evidence of 
this through our budget setting including a proposed budget, with adoption of 
that budget and subsequent precept set as a result, duly minuted.  

Box 9 – trust funds/charities N/A N/A  

Box 10 - We have put in place 
arrangements for the effective 
IT and data management in 
accordance with proper 
practices during the year under 
review. 

N/A NO We are 75% of the way there; have council-owned website and email addresses; 
have an IT Policy; Data Protection Policy, Privacy Policy and Retention and 
Disposal Policy; we do not have a Website accessibility statement nor have we 
tested whether every page of our website complies with the WCAG 2.2 

 



Income 24.25 Income 25.26

Received 24.25 Difference Received 25.26

VAT Reclaim £3,194.31 -3,181.79 12.52 Wayleave payments 
Wayleave payments £16.86 -14.69 2.17 Wayleave payments 
Grant £1,000.00 3,609.00 4,609.00 Grant for bench trail
VAT Reclaim April to September 2024 £2,748.67 5,051.33 7,800.00 Donation for outdoor gym
Grant towards Bollards £500.00 17,700.00 18,200.00 Donation for outdoor gym
Grant towards Christmas Tree £795.00 -765.00 30.00 Donation towards keepin gland tidy
Refund for Play Inspection Training £54.31 445.69 500.00 Return of £500 fireworks donation
VAT Reclaim Oct 24 to Feb 25 £1,424.28 420.82 1,845.10 VAT Reclaim Feb 2025 to October 2025

£9,733.43 23,265.36 32,998.79
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