have the right to ask the appointed auditor ques9ons about the smaller authority’s accounts or object to an item of account contained within them.
The right to inspect the accounts: When your smaller authority has ﬁnalised its accounts for the previous ﬁnancial year it ust make them available for inspec9on. Smaller authori9es must tell the public including
adver9sing this on their website that the accounts and related documents are available to inspect. You then have 30 working days to look through the accoun9ng statements in the annual return and any suppor9ng
documents. The 30 day period must include a common period of inspec9on, the ﬁrst 10 working days of July during which all smaller authori9es accounts are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July 2016 for
2015/16 accounts. By arrangement you will be able to inspect and make copies of the accounts and the relevant documents. You may have to pay a copying charge.
The right to ask the auditor ques<ons about the accounts: You can only ask the appointed auditor ques9ons about the accounts. The auditor does not have to answer ques9ons about the smaller authority’s
policies, ﬁnances, procedures or anything else not related to the accounts. Your ques9on must be about the accounts for the ﬁnancial year just ended. The auditor does not have to say whether they think
something the smaller authority has done, or an item in its accounts, is lawful or reasonable. You can only ask the auditor ques9ons during the period for the exercise of public rights.
The right to object to the accounts: If you think that the smaller authority has spent money that they shouldn’t have, or that someone has caused a loss to the smaller authority deliberately or by behaving
irresponsibly, you can object to an item of account by sending a formal ‘no9ce of objec9on’ to the auditor, to the address below. The no9ce must be in wri9ng. In it you must tell the auditor why you are objec9ng
and what you want the auditor to do about it. The auditor must reach a decision on your objec9on. If you are not happy with that decision, you can appeal to the courts.
You may also object if you think that there is something in the accounts that the auditor should discuss with the smaller authority or tell the public about in a ‘public interest report’. You must give your reasons in
wri<ng to the auditor at the address below and send a copy to the smaller authority no later than the end of the period for the exercise of public rights. The auditor must then decide whether to take any ac9on. The
auditor does not have to, but usually will, give reasons for their decision and you cannot appeal to the courts.
You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller authority. You should take these complaints to your local Ci9zens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or a solicitor.
What else you can do: Instead of objec9ng you can give the auditor informa9on that is relevant to their responsibili9es. For example, you can simply tell the auditor if you think that something is wrong with the
accounts or about waste and ineﬃciency in the way the smaller authority runs its services. You do not have to follow any set 9me limits or procedures. The auditor does not have to give you a detailed report of their
inves9ga9on, but they will usually tell you the outcome.

Councils’ Accounts: A Summary of Electors’ Rights
The Basic Posi<on: By law any person interested has the right to inspect a smaller authority’s accounts. If you are en9tled and registered to vote in local council elec9ons then you (or your representa9ve) also

Elton Parish Council’s annual return needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Public Sector Audit Appointments Limited. Any
person interested has the right to inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts,
bills, vouchers and receipts and other documents relating to those records or documents.
These documents for Elton Parish Council are to be made available on reasonable notice by application between the hours of 0900 and 1700 on
working days (excluding public holidays) commencing on 11 July 2017 and ending on 21 August 2017. If you wish to view them then please
contact the named smaller authority representative:
Mrs Pauline English,
Parish Clerk,
75 Seacombe Drive,
Great Sutton,
Ellesmere Port CH66 2BB,
Tel: 0151 339 1405.
Local electors and their representatives have rights to question the auditor about the accounts and object to the accounts or any item in them.
Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority. The auditor can be contacted at the
address below for this purpose during the inspection period which commences on 11 July 2017 and ends of 21 August 2017.
The smaller authority’s annual return is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of the Local Audi and Accountability Act
2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice.
The appointed auditor of Elton Parish Council is:
BDO LLP, Arcadia House, Maritime Walk, Ocean Village, Southampton SO14 3TL
Telephone: 023 8088 1941

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)
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accounts or about waste and ineﬃciency in the way the smaller authority runs its services. You do not have to follow any set 9me limits or procedures. The auditor does not have to give you a detailed report of their
inves9ga9on, but they will usually tell you the outcome.
A ﬁnal word: Smaller authori9es, and so local taxpayers, must meet the costs of dealing with ques9ons and objec9ons. In deciding whether to take your objec9on forward further, one of a series of factors the
auditor must take into account is the costs that will be involved. They will only con9nue with the objec9on if it is in the public interest to do so. If you appeal to the courts, against an auditor’s decision, you will have
to pay for the ac9on yourself.
For more detailed guidance on electors’ rights and the special powers of auditors, copies of the publica9on Council Accounts – a guide to your rights are available from the Na9onal Audito Oﬃce’s website.
If you with to contact your smaller authority’s appointed external auditor please write to BDO LLP, Arcadia House, Mari9me Walk, Ocean Village, Southampton, Hampshire SO14 3TL.

